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READ OR GO TO JAIL!

60% of Urban School Children do not graduate from High School. Forty percent of those who do read
at only a 4th grade level.

THE LINK BETWEEN LITERACY AND PRISON

Failing Reading Scores and Building Prison Cells is Big Business.

e 2008 - The Government spends 23,000 a year keeping one criminal behind bars
2007 - One of America's top prison company’s CCA Corrections Corporation of America made
a 35 million dollar profit.

e 2011 -One in every 178 U.S. residents will live in prison. By 2011, America will have more
than 1.7 million men and women in prison, an increase of more than 192,000 from 2006. That
increase could cost taxpayers as much as $27.5 billion over the next five years beyond what
they currently spend on prisons.

Save a Mind!
Contact your City Officers, Council Members, State Senator or County Supervisor to request
funding for Drumming for Your Life’s Reading and Rhythm Program!
See Page 2 for email links

The State of California

In California "...if the child isn't reading on 4th grade level when tested they will plan to budget
building another jail cell. Based on this year’s fourth-grade reading scores,” observes Paul
Schwartz, a Coalition "Principal in Residence" at the U. S. Department of Education, said “California
is already planning the number of new prison cells it will need in the next century.” from Democracy
and Equity: California will soon spend more on its prisons than on its public universities.

PRISON VS. EDUCATION SPENDING REVEALS CALIFORNIA PRIORITIES 5/07 It has been
projected that over the next five years, the state's budget for locking up people will rise by nine
percent annually, compared with its spending on higher education, which will rise only by five percent.
By the 2012-2013 fiscal year, writes Maya Harris in the San Francisco Chronicle, $15.4 billion will be
spent on incarcerating Californians, as compared with $15.3 billion spent on educating the states
citizens.

SOURCE: LITERACY AND NATIONAL READING STATISTICS, TEACHING READING: EDUCATIONAL CYBERPLAYGROUND


http://www.comedycentral.com/colbertreport/videos.jhtml?videoId=168491
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2007/05/29/EDGGTP3F291.DTL
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Los Angeles City Officers

e Mayor: Antonio Villaraigosa http://mayor.lacity.org/MeettheMayor/AsktheMayor/index.htm
o City Attorney: Carmen Trutanich http://atty.lacity.org/CONTACT_US/index.htm
o City Controller: Wendy Greuel http://controller.lacity.org/Contact_Us/index.htm

Los Angeles City Council Members

District 1: Ed Reyes http://cd1.lacity.org/cdlcil.htm

District 2: Paul Krekorian http://cd2.lacity.org/CONTACTUS/index.htm

District 3: Dennis P. Zine http://cd3.lacity.org/contact.htm

District 4: Tom LaBonge http://www.tomlabonge.com/contact/

District 5: Jack Weiss http://cd5.lacity.org/CONTACT _US/CD5_Offices/index.htm
District 6: Tony Cardenas http://cd6.lacity.org/contactus/index.htm

District 7: Richard Alarcon http://cd7.lacity.org/contact.htm

District 8: Bernard Parks
http://www.bernardparks.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=section&id=9&Itemid=27
District 9: Jan Perry http://cd9.lacity.org/cd9cil.htm

District 10: Herb Wesson http://cd10.lacity.org/cd10conl.htm

District 11: Bill Rosendahl http://cdl11.lacity.org/cdl1_cu.htm

District 12: Greig Smith http://cd12.lacity.org/cd12cil .htm

District 13: Eric Garcetti http://www.ci.la.ca.us/council/cd13/

District 14: Jose Huizar http://cd14.1acity.org/YOUR_TEAM/Contact Us/index.htm
District 15: Janice Hahn http://cd15.1acity.org/ABOUT_JANICE/CONTACT/index.htm

California State Senate

e George Runner: 17th Senate District http://cssrc.us/web/17/contact_us.aspx
e Alex Padilla: 20th Senate District
http://legplcms01.1c.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.aspx?district=SD20
e Carol Liu: 21st Senate District
http://legplcms01.1c.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.aspx?district=SD21
e Gilbert Cedillo: 22nd Senate District
e Fran Pavley: 23rd Senate District http://www.franpavley.org/contact.html
e Gloria Romero: 24th Senate District
http://legplcms01.1c.ca.qov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.aspx?district=SD24
e Rod Wright: 25th Senate District
http://legplcms01.1c.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.aspx?district=SD25
e Curren Price: 26th Senate District
http://legplcms01.1c.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.aspx?district=SD26
e Alan Lowenthal: 27th Senate District
http://legplcms01.1c.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.aspx?district=SD27
e Jenny Oropeza: 28th Senate District
http://legplcms01.1c.ca.qov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.aspx?district=SD28
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e Bob Huff: 29th Senate District http://www.bobhuffsenate.com/contact info.htm

e Ronald Calderon: 30th Senate District
http://dist30.casen.govoffice.com/index.asp?Type=DYNAFORM&SEC={0DF9D10E-14EA-47E9-
A4BE-FFAED12CC4D1}

Los Angeles County Supervisors

e District One: Gloria Molina http://molina.lacounty.gov/pages/contact/contact.htm

e District Two: Mark Ridley-Thomas http://ridley-thomas.lacounty.gov/Pages/contact.htm
o District Three: Zev Yaroslavsky http://zev.lacounty.gov/contact-us

e District Four: Don Knabe http://knabe.com/askdon/index.html

e District Five: Michael D. Antonovich http://antonovich.co.la.ca.us/Pages/ats.htm
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